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IT WAS IN YOU
AND YOU SET IT FREE!M!
by Mitch Harris
October 30th,
2011 was the
day that Yardley

United Method-
ist Church left
the building! Not
even snow in
October could
stop the work
that the Lord
had for us! Members got up in the morning;
several had no heat, no hot water, no elec-
tricity; it was cold outside and still they came
out to help make a difference in the commu-
nity! You answered the call' What a testa-
ment to the will of our Lord and YUMC'’s
membership!

Through several weeks of listening to the
gospel of Luke and thoughtful prayer, 127
# members decided to make a difference and

! help our community. We painted, cooked
220 meals, packed 1500 utensils, knitted
small hats and scarves for children, made

$ o | pillows for infants, collected food, shoes &

0 : personal hygiene items, raked leaves,

& % | cleaned inside and outside, played games
and visited the elderly, made cookies and
clipped coupons! What a day the Lord had

- for us! We made a difference!!

Will a day like this and the weeks of
study transform us as a church? Can we
continue to put others before ourselves and
reach out to really make a difference all year
long? ISIT IN YOU? CAN YOU SET IT
FREE? The challenge we are presented
with is this: CAN WE MAKE A DIFFER-
ENCE EACH AND EVERY DAY? Only time
will tell, but as the pictures starting on page

8 show we are off to a great start!
See Inside Out photos on page 8, 9, 10 and 11

$ % |
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| have a real concern for our participation in our
culture’s diminishing of the true meaning of Christmas.

Before Jesus’ birth there was a long period of
time when Jews felt the silence of God’s voice. They
anticipated a Savior who would free them from the Ro-
Fax: 413-691-7120 man occupation of Palestine (as it was called then).
office@yardleychurch.org They yearned to hear a word of life and hope from God.
Pastor: Robert G. Coombe The faithful yearned for a new relationship with God.
Phone: 215-321-8183
pastorbob@yardleychurch.org

Things began to happen when a young girl named Mary was told by
the Angel Gabriel that she would conceive a child by God and his name
Sunday Mornings _ would be Jesus. An older woman named Elizabeth, who was barren, was
9 a.m. Celeb. Service & SSfor| 150 told by an angel that she would bear a son and his name would be
10:00 & rireég?fzzl Loosrréid John. When Mary came to visit her relative Elizabeth, both women cele-

' 'SS for Youth & Adults bratgd their pregnancies beqause they knew God was in them brlnglng new
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service | life into the world. In their joy they gave thanks to God. When Elizabeth
heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. With a loud cry Eliza-

beth said to Mary, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit
of our womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me?...And blessed is
she who believed that there would be fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior...for the Mighty one
has done great things for me, and holy is his name...”

These scriptures offer so much to our lives and our faith. Again God is bringing forth life when no life
seems possible. God is using the old and barren Elizabeth and young Mary to birth the lives that will point to
and build God’s kingdom. Do you feel the joy and expectation in these women? Can you feel the new life
that God has sent into the world to transform the world from death to life, from exile to homecomings, from
judgment to deliverance of God, from death to resurrection?

For the second year in a row | won't have wrapped presents under a Christmas tree waiting to be
opened. | won't even have a Christmas tree. Don't feel sorry that | am missing something. Last year | found
| actually gained something. | gained Christmas.

| gained the silence of the shepherds in the fields when the angels announced the Savior’'s birth. |
gained the voices of Mary, Elizabeth and John announcing to the world, in all generations, the great thing
that God is doing through Jesus and those to whom Jesus is sent: the oppressed, brokenhearted, captives,
prisoners, and those who mourn. (Isaiah 61:1-2)

My lament is that our culture has hijacked Christmas, measuring it in bargains offered, amount of
money made from sales, endless advertisements, and longer hours that stores are open, even trespassing
into the day we used to set aside for giving thanks. | believe we have lost Christmas and ourselves to our
culture. The only way we can reclaim Christmas is through our worship of God and our discipline to not par-
ticipate in our culture’s consumerism that denies the true meaning of Jesus’ birth.

What | want for Christmas this year is Peace in all war-torn countries. | want an end to violence in
our homes and communities. | want the church to work to end poverty by building relationships with people
who are poor. | want every human being to have adequate housing, a quality education, and health care. |
want us to move from putting limits on what can and can’t be done to working together to positively address
human hurts, needs, and hopes. | want the Christian church to be known by the breadth of our love and not
the narrowness of our thinking. | want us to pay attention to the prophetic words of scripture and recognize
God’s presence in our midst. | want you and your family to have a blessed Christmas that draws you closer
to God, one another, your neighbors, and the church.

Christmas Blessings and Peace to you and your family,
Pastor Bob
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Birthdays in December

19 Pamela Carmasine
19 William Binder IV
20 Kristal Klotz

20 Latajia Cox

22 Arthur Dansbury
23 Kyle Miller

24 Eve Moody

01 Joyce McGlynn
04 David Hunt

05 Charlotte Sands
06 Linda Rowley
06 Nancy Amweg
07 Julianna Griffin
09 Catie Rymer

Birthdays in January

04 Charlene Bray

04 Ted Pirog

05 Justin Klotz

06 Annelise Zygmunt
07 Ashlee Smith

07 Andrew O’Keeffe
07 Peter O’Keeffe

19 Christopher Ramsey
20 Christine Amweg

21 Margaret Moshinsky
21 Kim Hart

23 Sona Hussian

24 Ann Simonetta

26 Charles Guenzel

X
10 Sara Carpenter 24 Michael Blackman piawe f;{;u\Ne 08 Colin Puckett 27 Kristen Marco
11 Jim Schuler 26 Luke Matthews -“hdaf ‘3’“0“{\\6- 10 Dick Jensen 27 Chase Marco
14 Christopher Moody 27 Patricia Miller W g(\o&“e‘;’;@\ us © 11 Erich Kaiser 28 Marc Santoro
15 Kim Laba 27 Miriam Carpenter P\eased\eyc““‘c“g 11 Marian Sitko 28 Chris Ortolf
17 Greg Van Aken 27 Reagan Ward “\Ce@\jafl&mg,s% " 12 Carol Muller 29 Maureen Kyle
17 Coulter Harris 28 Timothy Brady © of 2 13 Emily Zygmunt 30 Elizabeth Nunziato

18 Nancy Longenecker
19 Doris Wilkes

19 David Zack

19 Stephen Griffin

30 Ginny Lavanish
31 Robert Puckett
31 Thomas Lefebvre

Members and friends are invited to order poinseftia
decorating the church for Christmas in memoryandr of a
loved one. The plants may be taken home by therdafter the
last service on Christmas Eve. To order, pleas¢heséorm
below and place it, along with your payment, in difiering
plate, or deliver it to the church office by Deceanti1, 2011.
The price is $10.00 per plant.

As an alternative to Christmas flowers, a gift rbaygiven to
the Yardley United Methodist Church ministry of yainoice in
memory or honor of a loved one. Ministries thatldde
supported include music, youth, missions and appuortent.
Your loved ones will be listed along with the patiga donations
in the Christmas Eve bulletin. Please use the toefow.

Christmas Dedications

Given by:

14 Connor Reed
17 William VanVeen

30 Ann Tieleman-Buliga

In Honor/Memory of: (circl;e one

Sunday, December 4, 2011
4:45 PM—7:00 PM
X

*

/
7

*

You are invited to a fun filled family event for
people of all ages and families of all sizes.
Start your Christmas season off with great
fellowship and good cheer! The evening be-
gins with a pot luck supper, then we’ll go up to
the sanctuary for Christmas carols and then
back down to Fellowship Hall for crafts, des-
sert and social time for everyone. Please con-
tact Laura Ransom to r.s.v.p. or if you have
any questions: LJRansom@-comcast.net or
215-493-4066

Number of plants: Paid herewith: $

or:

Church Ministry | want to support

Amount:$

Family last name beginning with:

A-F  Salad/Vegetable
G-Z Main Course/Casserole
Dessert will be provided
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The Sacrament of Baptism was celebrated The flower chart for 2012 is hanging on the bulletin

on behalf of Abigail Pearl Fernandez on Sunday,
October 9, 2011. Abigalil is the

daughter of Angela and David ﬁ,ﬂ@
Fernandez and granddaughter of Q‘Q Bl
Cindi and Mitch Harris. )\(

TAX-FREE CHARITABLE GIFTS FROM
INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS

Are you 70% or older? Will you turn 70% by
the end of December 20117

Do you have an IRA?

You can make a tax-free gift from your IRA
during the year 2011. By making a charitable
distribution (maximum $100,000) directly from
your IRA, you can support your church or other
qualified charity — without having to count the
distribution as income for federal income tax
purposes. Your gift will count toward your re-
quired minimum distribution. Although no tax is
paid on the charitable IRA distribution, you are
not entitled to an income tax charitable deduc-
tion for your gift.

If you do not anticipate needing all or a part of
the income from your 2011 IRA Required Mini-
mum Distribution, we encourage you to con-
sider making a 2011 charitable IRA distribution
to Yardley United Methodist Church or its en-
dowment fund. This is a wonderful way to sup-
port the current or future mission of the church.

Charitable IRA distributions cannot be made to
charitable remainder trusts, gift annuities, or do-
nor-advised funds.

We recommend you consult your plan adminis-
trator and your tax advisor to understand how
the distribution requirements apply to your per-

sonal circumstances.

To learn more about making a charitable distri-
bution from your IRA see “Qualified Charitable
Distributions” on page 39 of IRS Publication
590, which can be found at
http://www.irs.gov/publ/irs-pdf/p590.pdf.

George Kurz, (215) 579-6974
for the Finance Committee

board in the hallway leading from the lobby to the sanc-
tuary. If you would like to donate altar flowers in mem-
ory or honor of a loved one, you may sign up

on the chart. The flower shop will send you a \¢
bill for $40. Questions? You may call or

Cherie Kooker at 215-534-0615 or the church

office at 215-493-3345.

The Salapongs join our church family!

The congregation welcomes Anna and Ferdinand
(Ferd) Salapong as our newest members. Anna and
Ferd live in Yardley with their three children; Nathan
in 4th Grade, Taryn in 3rd Grade and Matthew in 1st
Grade. They are both originally from the Philippines,
Anna from Quezon City and Ferd from Manila. Anna
is the sister of Teresa Guloy who, with her husband
and children, joined the church in July.

Anna is a Nurse Practitioner with a Master of
Science degree in Nursing from LaSalle University.
She and her group specialize in the treatment of kid-
ney disease. Ferd is a Mechanical Engineer with a
degree from the Pennsylvania Institute of Technol-
ogy. He works as an analyst for Insight Global. Anna
enjoys Reading and Cooking. Ferd enjoys extreme
sports such as mountain cycling, skating and snow-
boarding. He also enjoys anything ‘techie’ such as
computers, electronics, and mobile devices.

Please introduce yourself to Anna, Ferd, and
their children and ensure they receive a warm wel-
come from our entire church family.
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In Memoriam

The congregation is saddened
by the loss recently of two of its & ;}
long-time members, after
lengthy illnesses. Dr. Robert
“Bob” Drescher died on Octo-
ber 24, 2011 and John Rowley ¢
died on November 15, 2011.

We extend our sympathies to the Drescher
and Rowley families.

@'

Bike Collection Yields 132 Bikes

by George Kurz

This year's used bicycle collection at Pennswood
Village brought in 132 bikes (43 more than last year)
and one sewing machine for Bikes for the World on
September 24.

Volunteers “processed” the donated bikes to
make them as compact as possible in preparation for
shipment overseas and loaded them onto a truck to
be taken to a storage facility near Washington, DC.
From there they will be on their way to a needy area
in the developing world where they will be recondi-
tioned and distributed at low cost to provide reliable
transportation to work or school.

In addition, donations to-
taling $1349 were received to
offset part of the shipping
costs. The hard work of the
volunteers and the response of
all who donated bikes and the
sewing machine to this worthy cause combined to
make this event a great success.

A thank you note was received from Minot
UMC, East Poland, ME for the Senior High students,
young adults and leaders who did painting for the
church during the Mission Trip to Maine.
The congregation of the United
Methodist Church of Minot extends
its heartfelt thanks for the work you
did.
THANK YO On a more personal note |, (Roger
Goodwin) had the priviledge, along
with Allen Messer, of being able to
be with the group of youth and
adults as they worked and played and prayed together.
How well organized each day was. Breakfast—then
work—Ilunch—then work—then evenings of play and
meditation. The women working in the kitchen prepar-
ing 3 meals a day...The evening worship service made
continued on next column

adults me realize even more how much our Church is
missing with no youth. How wonderful it is to see there
are many youth and young doing the work of the Lord.
When arriving at the Church the next Sunday morning

the vestry and kitchen were all cleaned and looked like it
had never been alive with people all week long....also
thanks to all the people and businesses listed on the back
of the t-shirts who helped make this project possible.

May God's Blessings be with you always,

Roger Goodwin, Co-Lay Leader

Thank you note received from the Grace family:
Dear Church Family,

| want to thank everyone for your thoughts, prayers, and
support since our house fire. We now have a place while
we are getting the house re-built-about 4 to 6 months.
Our new address is: 152 Hillcroft Way, Newtown, PA
18940. My cell is 215-595-8505.

We are fine and still adjusting to the changes while
planning our new house. We are enjoying our new Kitty,
Oreo.

Thanks to Pastor Bob for helping us plan and hold the
memorial service for Bear, to Kathryn Ortolf for making it
possible to show our video and Steve Burke and his band
mate for the impromptu concert.

Thanks for all your concern and caring. We have been
comforted by all the emails, hugs, and calls and espe-
cially the meals provided for us.

God Bless You!
Emily Grace

Angel Tree for Bucks County

Housing Group

The Angel Tree will be beautifully decorated with
many children's wishes in Fellowship Hall Advent
Sunday. Each ornament has been decorated by our
Sunday School children.

Each has a special wish list on the back. All you
have to do is pick one or more, take the ornament
home, shop for the wish list (max. $25 per orna-
ment), tape ornament to present (do not wrap
please) and place under tree or
in office by Dec. 19th. So, join the
fun by searching high and low,
front and back to find the per-
fect gift/child for you and make a
child's wish come true! For infor-
mation, please contact Tammie
Faggart 215-741-5996.
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Youth Ministry at Yardley UMC exists to share God'’s love with teenagers,
equip them to experience the work of ministry, honor the Lord and enjoy one another.

Do you have questions? Need someone to talk to? See Denise or any youth leader. Or, emall
denise@yardleychurch.org

Not sure of dates for events? Have a sports event, concert, or other activity that you want

your youth ministry friends to know about? Check out the calendar on our website at
www.yardleyumcyouth.com! You can add your birthday, activities or even prayer requests by clicking
on dates on the calendar.

Need to sign up for an event?  You can go to the youth website at www.yardleyumcyouth.com and
click on sign up, OR you can go to the ‘SIG NUP’ board outside of the youth room and sign up there!

FAMILY ADVENT NIGHT: WII
WISH YOU A MERRY

CHRISTMAS! Join your A I"# $% ¥e&&(("' ™M™
church family on Dec 4th, B ) # H# - # L #O#]
4:45-7 pm for a potluck sup- “ "' 1 2 3" I"#*,' +%
per, Christmas carols AND '+"3 +- - H+- " H# %
Wii games for youth in the m 2/+-"'2 4 + I"grx* -5 "#
youth room! o1". 1" "#01"-,5 3**,#5 & 0 5
ettt RO A # 1 &&"6 3MH
Markyour Bl '5 +" +" #/ 1 '+ | +- 1+,
| +-/& " 7-#/ 1 - "4 8 01889 +/&9 - -, +
calendars for the "giq P &
Winter Retreat: o
Feb 3-5

Cost is $115 for the weekend.
Sig Nup is required no later
than Jan 15th with a $50 de-
posit.

GAME-A-THON IS Saturday, January 14th at 8:30am to  Sunday Jan 15th

We will meet at YUMC. For the next 24 hours, we will play games! While we play, we are raising money for
Child's Play: An organization that provides games to kids in hospitals. We will play video games, board games,
card games, dance games... you hame it!

In order to participate, you need to get sponsors. You must have at least 2 sponsors in order to sign up.Sponsor
sheets and sign ups will begin December 4th.

Get ready for a crazy night of fun and helping others!
At 9 am on Sunday, we will go to church together to thank God for letting us have so much fun helping others!

(If you don't want to play games, we need youth to serve the people playing. So everyone can participate)
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Starting February 26th!

Family Challenge! parents are
invited to join their youth in a special five
week Family-style Small Group! We are
continuing our study that was started last
winter on the book Kingdom Experiment.
We will be going through the second half
of the Beatitudes. If you participated last
year, you won't want to miss finishing up
the book! If you didn’t participate last year,
that’s ok! Join us this year. You will not re-
gret it!

Comment from one family who participated:

Our family participated in last year's Chal-
lenge and found it brought us together in many
ways - from sitting together in class, to playing
cards by candlelight, to reading and discuss-
ing the Bible at the dining room table...the pro-
gram's daily requirements kept us focused each
week as we worked together to accomplish a
common goal. Setting aside time to do some-
thing so very different within our typical busy
schedules proved to be very worthwhile for
us. We look forward to participating again this
year.

The Rymers

Middle School Mission Trip
will be “Missions 101" at
Ocean Grove, NJ, July 15-
18. Mark your calendars,
start praying for our trip and
start thinking fundraising!

at youth discipleship Halloween party
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Anchor House, Trenton

Aid for Friends, Janet
Smith’s home
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Aid for Friends, Janet
Smith’s home

Aid for Friends, Joyce
Anderson’s home

Aid for Friends, YUMC
kitchen

Knitting Children’s Hats
and Scarves
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Friends Village

Neighborhood Collections
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Kisses from Kate

Wrapping utensils for
Trenton Area Soup
Kitchen

Coupons for military
families

Not part of Inside Out, but
just as important: 2nd
Graders received their Bi-
bles on 10/16/11!
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Upcoming Events

December
4 Family Advent Dinner 4:45-7 pm
10 Men’s Breakfast, 8 am, Mil-Lees
18 Youth Progressive Dinner 4-8 pm
19 Blue Christmas
24 Christmas Eve Worship Services
5 pm Children and Family Service
7 pm Carols, Candles & Communion
10 pm Candle Lighting Service
25 Christmas Day Worship Service
One Worship service at 11 am
No Sunday School on Christmas Day

January
1 Epiphany Sunday
One Worship service at 11 am



