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You are invited to a fun filled family event for people of 
all ages and families of all sizes. Start your Christmas 
season off with great fellowship and good cheer!  The 
evening begins with a pot luck supper, then we’ll go up 
to the sanctuary for Christmas carols and then back 
down to Fellowship Hall for crafts, dessert and social 
time for everyone. Call or email Laura Ransom if you 
have any questions, LJRansom@comcast.net  215-
493-4066. 
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Sunday, December 6, 2009 
4:30 PM—7:00 PM 

Advent season is almost here!! 
Come celebrate the arrival of this 

special season with your YUMC family. 

      Family last name beginning with:  

 
 

 A-K  Salad/Vegetable 
 L-Z  Main Course/Casserole 
  Dessert will be provided 
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Sunday, December 6,  4:30  - 7:00 p.m. 
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Babysitting by YUMC youth for all your Christmas  
activities  -  benefits Youth activities 

Fri. December 18,  5:30 - 9 p.m. 
�
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Monday, December 21,  7:30 p.m. 

A Christmas Service of Light and Hope 
for those who have experienced loss 
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5:00 p.m.  Children & Family Service 
7:00 p.m. Carols, Candles & Communion Service 

10:00 p.m.  Candle Lighting Service 
�
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12/27  One Worship Service at 11 a.m. 

New Members Received in 
October 

 In October, we received 6 new members into 
our church family.  Jayme Stier joined our church 
on October 11, the same day her son, Chase, was 
baptized.   Jayme is the granddaughter of long time 
members Joe and Ann Simonetta.  Jayme lives in 

Continued on p. 3 

A thank you from Boy Scout Troop 10 
A letter with a donation was received by 
YUMC from Troop 10: 
On behalf of Boy Scout Troop 10, thank 
you!  We are very grateful for the services 
you have provided us, which includes:  the 
use of your chapel for our Court of Honor; rooms for our 
troop to hold weekly troop meetings, senior patrol meet-
ings, and Committee meetings; a parking lot for gathering 
and car pooling for camping trips; and most importantly a 
place that Troop 10 has called “home” for 10 years.  If not 
for your generosity, we would not be able to do many of 
the things we do so easily….We hope to keep our wonder-
ful relationship with you in the future. 
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“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.  Look, the 
young woman is with child and shall bear a 
son, and shall name him Immanuel,” which 
means “God is with us.” 
 
 The Gospel of Matthew quotes these prophetic words of 
Isaiah (7:14 and footnote) to tell how the coming of Jesus 
into the world was the fulfillment of scripture.  We hear 
this announcement every Christmas. The joy of Christmas 

is truly the presence we receive.  No, it is not the presents so nicely wrapped 
and carefully placed under the Christmas tree that announce God is with us in 
Jesus.  It is the angels, the one who spoke to Joseph and the ones that met the 
shepherds in the field that dark night in Palestine, who bring the Christmas 
presence the One who is “God with us” to the world. 
 

 In this season between Thanksgiving and New Year’s we will share the gift 
of presence with family, friends, and neighbors. We do this because we value 
the presence of others in the context of community. I knew this presence 6 

years ago when my close friend’s son fractured his skull in a skateboarding accident on Thanksgiving night. 
His son lived in San Diego so he and his wife flew out the next day to be with their son. I flew out the next 
Friday just to be with my friends and their son. All we could do was look at the monitors, read the CPI 
(Cranial Pressure Index), and look for signs that Brian would live. We weren’t there because of what we 
could do.  We listened together, prayed together, and just sat there.  I learned the value of just being present 
with another person. 

 

 It is Christmas and Jesus has come to be with us, to walk with us, inviting us to live a life that fol-
lows Jesus in his footsteps.  Jesus meets us where we are, the woman who has been bleeding for 12 years in 
the middle of the marketplace; Jairus’ daughter in her bedroom; the woman in Samaria at the well, the blind 
man at the pool, Bartimaeus along side the road leading out of Jericho, Zacchaeus in a tree, and the scribes 
and Pharisees in the Temple.  Jesus is with us, calling to us in God’s love for all of us, inviting us to follow, 
teaching us about the wisdom of life, and showing us grace all along the way. 

 

 Consider that Jesus came into this hostile world, where most people go to bed hungry, where dis-
agreements are settled with violence, where some hoard what they have out of a fear that there won’t be 
enough to go around and others have minimal resources because the hoarding has prevented the sharing of 
the resources. 

 

 As we consider what Jesus’ coming into the world means, I urge us to think of Jesus’ life, the lessons 
he taught, the parables he told, the people he healed, and the company he kept.  It is tempting to jump to Je-
sus’ death, his crucifixion and resurrection, and to talk about salvation.  Salvation is for our living, not for our 
dying.  Moses freed the Hebrew slaves while they were yet alive.  God comes to us so that we may have life, 
and have it abundantly.  The only life I know is the life I have now.  I welcome and thrive on the presence of 
others in my life and the life of this church community.  It is here that I am challenged by Jesus’ teachings, 
upheld by Jesus’ love and embraced by God’s grace. 

 

 We know how inhospitable the world can be: unemployment, hunger, war, terrorism, depression, or 
lack of access to health care.  Christmas shows us the radical hospitality of God who loves, accepts, and em-
braces us.  Christmas is about the presence of Jesus in the world.  God is with us!  Thanks be to God. 

 
                                           Wishing you Joy, Peace, and Jesus’ presence, 
             Pastor Bob 

Tidings is published by 
Yardley United 
Methodist Church 
300 Langhorne Road 
Yardley, PA 19067 
Phone: 215-493-3345 
Fax: 413-691-7120 
office@yardleychurch.org 
 

Pastor: Robert G. Coombe 
Phone: 215-321-8183 
pastorbob@yardleychurch.org 
 

Sunday Mornings 
9 a.m. Celeb. Service & SS for
 Preschool to Gr. 5 
10:00 a.m. Coffee Hour and  
 SS for Youth & Adults 
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service 
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Birthday List for December, 2009 
01 Joyce McGlynn 
04 David Hunt 
05 Charlotte Sands 
06 Linda Rowley 
06 Madeline Leach 
09 Catie Rymer 
10 Sara Carpenter 
11 Jim Schuler 
14 Christopher Moody 
15 Kim Laba 
16 Kevin Nagle 
17 Gregory Van Aken 
17 Coulter Harris 
18 Nancy Longenecker 
19 Doris Wilkes 
19 David Zack 
19 Kelsey Schieren 
19 Ann Di Campello 
19 Pamela Carmasine 
19 William Binder 

20 Kristal Klotz 
20 Whitney Schieren 
20 Latajia Cox 
21 Nicole Joniak 
22 Arthur Dansbury 
23 Kyle Miller 
24 Eve Moody 
24 Michael Blackman 
26 Luke Matthews 
27 Patricia Miller 
27 Miriam Carpenter 
27 Ryan Drum 
27 Reagan Word 
28 George McLaughlin 
28 Timothy Brady 
28 Megan Kyle 
29 Christian Baird 
30 Ginny Lavanish 
31 Robert Puckett 
31 Thomas Lefebvre  

Southampton and enjoys dancing, music and  
raising her 2 boys, Chase age 4 months and Chris-
tian age 3.  Jayme is certified in therapeutic mas-
sage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On October 25, an additional 5 people joined 

our church:  George McLaughlin, Gregg Bealuk, 
Antoinette Edenhofner,  Dick Jensen and Paula 
Nelson.    

 
George McLaughlin comes to us from the Wil-

low Springs United Methodist Church in Missouri.   
He resides on Letchworth Avenue in Yardley bor-
ough and has 4 adult children.  George’s interests 
include men’s group and in his previous church, he 
has served on the board of trustees. 

 
 Antoinette Edenhofner joined by transfer of 

membership from the Newtown Methodist Church.  
She is the mother of  John Edenhofner  and grand-
mother to Sarah, John and Matt. 

 
 Gregg Bealuk grew up in Medford NJ.  He 

moved here from Baltimore and now resides on 
Saly Rd in Yardley.  He graduated from Salisbury 
University in Maryland and is currently a self em-
ployed insurance examiner. He has two daughters, 
Caroline in sixth grade and Avery in third grade. 

 
 Dick Jensen and Paula Nelson moved to this 

area from Colorado.  They now reside in Newtown.  
Dick is retired and his wife Paula is a Vice Presi-
dent of Business Development for URS Corpora-
tion.  We are delighted to have them all join our 
congregation.   Please be sure to welcome our new 
members into our church family. 

The Stier Family 

George McLaughlin, 
Antoinette Edenhofner, 
& Gregg Bealuk 
 
 
Dick Jensen & Paula 
Nelson 

Continued from p. 1 
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Eva Mae Dansbury 
September 30, 1927-November 10, 2009 

 

The Bucks County Housing Group in Mor-
risville is continually blessed by your generos-
ity.  We barely finished gathering school sup-
plies and restocking the food pantries, and we 
are asking for support for our holiday season 
needs.  In addition to the Wish List for each 
person, please think about donating gift cards.�

�
�The joy of Christmas is experienced when we are 

able to give to others especially our family.  Part of the 
exhilaration is in knowing that the gift we have chosen will 
be enjoyed by the receiver.  Seldom do we stop long 
enough to realize that this first joy, that of picking out just 
the right gift, is lost to the parents who are homeless.  
Don’t misunderstand.  Any parent would be happy to have 
beautifully wrapped gifts under the tree for their children.  
But, can we do more?  Can we pass along to the parents, 
in the spirit of Christmas, the joy of picking out that special 
gift for their child?  Being able to give some semblance of 
control back to these parents is a gift in itself. Gift cards to 
some of us may not measure up to what we had in mind 
to give, but empowerment in the spirit of Christmas giving 
is a gift all its own.�

YUMC’s  Junior Choir sang 
on November 22nd.  

God Squad, November  

God Squad has returned for  once a month meetings. The  
next meeting will be Wednesday, December 9th at 6:20 p.m.  

For our Mission Trip next year we have 
decided to keep our travels local.  We will be 
working with Levittown Church of God and 
focusing our efforts on helping homeowners 
and missions within the Philadelphia 
area.  The dates will be July 17-24, 2010. All 
adults and youth who are 13 or over are wel-
come  to join us.  The first deposit of $35 is 
due January 24th.  If you are interested or 
would like to learn more please contact De-
nise Harris.   

Also on Novem-
ber 22nd, our 2nd 

graders received their 
own bibles.  

Robert L. Brooks 
February 12, 1921-November 26, 2009 
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On Nov. 14, The Women's Group celebrated "National Gam-
ing Day" with a party at Carol Mink's home.  
Appropriately, Wii games were the highlight of the evening, 
along with refreshments and great fellowship! 
(photos by Lori Salley) 

I am pleased to welcome Kevin Biggins, Jr. to YUMC’s Music Ministry as our 
new organist. 
 

 Kevin is a senior at Westminster Choir College of Rider University, majoring in 
sacred music with a primary focus in organ while also pursuing a minor in com-
puter information systems. He currently studies with Dr. Matthew Lewis of New 
York City. For the past 2 ½ years Kevin has served as organist and director of the 

Handbell choir at Cranford United Methodist Church in Cranford, NJ. 
 

 Prior to attending Westminster, Kevin was deeply involved in the music programs of three local 
churches in Washington, D.C.: National City Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), which houses the sec-
ond largest organ in D.C.; First Baptist Church; and Calvary Baptist Church, where he served as organist 
the year prior to attending Westminster. These three churches and with great support from members of all 
three congregations, provided Kevin with great experience in conducting and organ playing. 

 

 During his teenage years he studied organ with Dr. Lawrence P. Schreiber.  After winning a scholarship 
he continued studies with Catholic University’s Dr. Edward A. Moore offered by the Potomac Organ Insti-
tute, where he prepared for a collegiate level of organ playing and learned the ropes of being a church musi-
cian. 

 

 Kevin expressed he is very excited to have been offered the position of organist at Yardley United 
Methodist and is looking forward to serving YUMC and its Music Ministry with the help of God’s Spirit. 

 

 Kevin is a delightful person with a great passion for music, ministry and worship.  He will start at 
YUMC on December 1st and will play for us for the first time on Sunday, December 6, second Sunday in 
Advent. 

 

 Just as Advent marks the beginning of a new church year and as we approach the start of a new calen-
dar year, it is with the same sense of newness and anticipation that I look forward to working together with 
Kevin and to welcoming him to our music staff. 

 

 When you get the chance, please extend him the right hand of fellowship and a warm welcome! 

Welcome Kevin! 
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Youth Ministry at Yardley UMC exists to share God’s love with teenagers, 

equip them to experience the work of ministry, honor the Lord and enjoy one another. 
 
Do you have questions?  Need someone to talk to?  See Denise or any youth leader.  Or, email 
yumcyouth@yahoo.com  
 
Not sure of dates for events?  Have a sports event,  concert, or other activity that you want 
your youth ministry friends to know about?  Check out the calendar on our website at 
www.yardleyumcyouth.com!  You can add your birthday, activities or even prayer requests by clicking 
on dates on the calendar.    
 

Need to sign up for an event?  You can go to the youth website at www.yardleyumcyouth.com and 
click on sign up, OR you can go to the ‘SIG NUP’ board outside of the youth room and sign up there! 

HATS OFF TO KRISTIN! 
Let’s Party!  Dec 13 

12:30 pm 
Join us for a pot 
luck lunch to cele-
brate the gradua-
tion of Kristin 
Schrum, our fearless summer 
intern and college student volun-
teer!  Please bring a main dish, 
side dish or salad to share.  We’ll 
provide the drinks and dessert.  
Please “sig nup” by Dec 6th! 

SKI TRIP 2010:  Feb 5-7 
Mark your calendars & start sav-
ing your $.  We’re staying at a 
new, beautiful place this year!  
Check the youth bulletin board for 
ski packets with all the details! 

FAMILY ADVENT 
NIGHT:  WII WISH YOU 
A MERRY CHRISTMAS!  
Join your church family on Sun-
day, Dec 6th, 4:30-7 for a potluck 
supper, Christmas carols AND Wii 
games for youth in the youth 
room! 

If you are a student from 6-12th grade, and 
you aren’t in Youth Choir or Youth Band, there has been little for you to do on 
Wednesday nights.  But not anymore. . .  
 

Now, 6th-8th graders are invited down to the Youth Room for an hour of games, 
service projects and new activities!  9th-12th graders are invited to the Youth min-
istry office for discussion. 
 

We kicked off this new & improved schedule a few weeks ago.  If you are a teen, and you are 
free on Wednesday evenings, the new 5:30 group is for you!! 
 

In the past few weeks, the Sr. High group has done several things like: write signs and decorate 
the sanctuary, package care package items, and plan activities.  In just the past few weeks, the 
Middle School Group has: competed in a Sour Patch eating contest, played our special version 
of Gaga, baked cookies for homeless, and played an impressive game of mafia! 
 

Come, bring a friend and see what we will do next! This is a great hour of fun and learning, that 
helps us get ready for the rest of the night!  Questions? See Denise. 

New Activities for 
Wed. 5:30 group: 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH RALLY, 
Jan 8-10, 2010 Ocean City MD  

Join over 4,000 youth and adult leaders in Ocean 
City, MD for one blazin’ weekend!  Listen to relevant, 
transforming music and messages from bands and 
guest speakers who are on fire for Jesus.  Don’t be 
afraid to stand too close to this inferno of worship, fel-
lowship and fun!   

Experience Pyromaniac,” take it back home, and 
spread the “fire” to your world.  Can 
you take the heat?  The trip will cost 
$145. How do you get the hottest 
ticket for 2010?  Sign up and put 
your deposit check for $55 in the 
black box outside of the office 
door.  

Parents’ Night Out—Fri, Dec 18, 
5:30-9 p.m.   
Youth are needed for our babysitting night.  Give 
parents in our congregation a much needed night 

out for shopping or relaxing and 
help raise money for the Middle 
School Youth Rally!  All youth 
who participate will help defray 
the cost of their trips.  Don’t for-
get to ‘sig nup!’ 

We’re collecting hats, scarves, mit-
tens & socks for the 

homeless 
shelter!  Dig out 
your knitting nee-
dles & get going!  
(Or you can purchase an item) 

‘In But Not Of These Borders’ did a great job of leading worship 
at the 9 am service on November 8th! 

Check out our podcasts!  
Go to our youth website:  
www.yardleyumcyouth.com to 
download a podcast twice weekly!  
This is a great tool to help you stay 
focused on your Christian walk thru the week! 

Meet Rejoyce! YUMC Youth Ministries has made 
the serious commitment of supporting a Compassion 
International Child ($38 per month).  Check out the bul-
letin board downstairs to find out about Rejoyce, the 
young girl we will be supporting.  Be a part of this min-
istry by saving your spare change and throwing it into 
the envelope on the bulletin board.  We will also take 
an offering at Youth Discipleship on the second 
Wednesday of each month.  Questions?  See Anais H. 
or Kathryn B. 

BAND NIGHT is Dec 11th at 7 pm!   
Senior Highers, we need your help!  Bene-
fits Sr High youth accompanying the Middle 
Schoolers on the Middle School Youth Rally! 

Mission Experience 2010  July 17-24 
We will be doing mission in our 
own backyards!  Mark your calen-
dar and consider your commitment 
to our ministries!  The first deposit 
of $35 is due Jan 24th. 

Senior High Sunday School Brunch  
The Senior High Sunday School teachers will be cele-
brating the completion of the fall semester by bringing 
the Senior High students to Charcoal Steak 
and Things on Sunday December 20th at 
noon.  All Senior High students are in-
vited.  You can RSVP by texting Kevin 
O’Keeffe (215 205 1663) or emailing him at 
kevinokeeffe@verizon.net.  Looking forward 
to seeing you then! 
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   December 6:  Second Sunday of Advent 
              Text:  Luke 3:1-6 
              “Radical Hospitality” 
               9:00 a.m. Worship – Celebration Service – Communion 
               9:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School 

            10:00 a.m. Coffee Hour – Fellowship Hall 
             10:00 a.m. Kid’s Choice, Jr./Sr. High and Adult Sunday School 
                        10:00 a.m. Adult Study:  Radical Hospitality – room 004 
             11:00 a.m. Worship – Traditional – Communion 
   4:30 p.m. Advent Family Night – Fellowship Hall 
 
 December 13:  Third Sunday of Advent 
             Text:  Luke 3:7-18 
             “Getting Ready for Good News” 
              9:00 a.m. Worship – Celebration Service 
              9:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School 
             10:00 a.m. Coffee Hour – Fellowship Hall 
             10:00 a.m. Kid’s Choice, Jr./Sr. High and Adult Sunday School 

           10:00 a.m. Adult Study:  Radical Hospitality – room 004 
                        11:00 a.m. Worship – Traditional Service 
 
 December 20:  Fourth Sunday Of Advent 

              Text:  Luke 1:26-38 
                          “Can We Sing Mary’s Song?” 
                 9:00 a.m. Worship – Celebration Service 
      9:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School 
              10:00 a.m. Coffee Hour – Fellowship Hall 
              10:00 a.m. Kid’s Choice, Jr./Sr. High and Adult Sunday School 
                                   10:00 a.m.       Adult Study: Radical Hospitality - 004 
                        11:00 a.m. Worship – Traditional Service 
  
December 21: (Monday) –7:30 a.m. Blue Christmas Worship Service –Sanctuary 
A Christmas Service of Light and Hope for those who have experienced loss in their lives and are 

 grieving this Christmas Season 
 
 December 24:  CHRISTMAS EVE 
         5:00 p.m. Children & Family Service - Child friendly 

  with singing and telling the story of Christmas. 
                    7:00 p.m.      Service of Carols, Candles, and Communion 
       10:00 p.m. Candle Lighting Service:  Luke 2:1-20 
 
  December 27:  First Sunday After Christmas – (One Worship Service today) 
       11:00 a.m. Worship 
   Text:  Luke 2:41-52 
                       “Meeting Jesus –the Child”  

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 
2009 
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 Dedications may be made in two ways this 
Christmas 

Members and friends are invited to order poinsettias for 
decorating the church and the altar for Christmas in memory or 
honor of a loved one. The plants may be taken home by the donors 
after the last service on Christmas Eve. To order, please use the form 
below and place it, along with your payment, in the offering plate, or 
deliver it to the church office by December 7, 2009. The price is 
$10.00 per plant. 

 
As an alternative to Christmas flowers, a gift may be given to 

the Yardley United Methodist Church Missions Fund in memory or 
honor of a loved one. This fund supports both local and worldwide 
mission projects. Your loved ones will be listed along with the 
poinsettia donations in the Christmas Eve bulletin.  Please use the 
form below. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Christmas Dedications  

Given by: ____________________________________________ 

In Honor/Memory of: (circle one)_________________________  

_____________________________________________________ 

Number of plants: ______  Paid herewith: $_________________ 
 
or: Church Missions Amount: $_________________ 
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               Do It Anyway  
                            Written by Mother Theresa YUMC Youth have entered the world of 

Podcasts! 
Twice a week, we will upload a Podcast onto the home 

page of the youth ministry website.   Each Podcast will offer a 
devotion for the day.  The Podcasts are put together and lead 
by our very own youth and youth leaders! 

This is a great way to help us keep focused on our Chris-
tian walk during the week! 

Check it out!  You can listen to them on the webpage or 
download them and take them with you! 
This isn’t just for youth & youth leaders!  Parents, church 
family: If you are interested in writing or leading one, please 
see Denise. 

Morrisville Apartment Update 
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ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

�������  of  
Yardley United  Methodist Church 
300 Langhorne Road 
Yardley, Pennsylvania 19067 

Upcoming Events 
 

Dec. 6    Family Advent Night 4:30 p.m. 
Dec. 9    God Squad 6:20 p.m.  
Dec. 21  Blue Christmas Service 7:30 p.m. 
Dec. 24  Christmas Eve Services 
     5:00 pm   Family Service 
     7:00 pm Carols, Candles &  
         Communion 
                10:00 pm Candlelight Service 
Dec. 27   One Worship Service 11:00 a.m.      2009  
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