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Vision for the Future

The Administrative Council is facilitating
the development of a new Vision for Ministry
at Yardley Church. Our current Mission and
Vision statements were created almost seven
years ago. Now it's time to reflect on them,
and decide what should stay the same and
what we would like to do differently this year
and over the next five years.

There are many ways to give your input as
an individual member or attender before Feb-
ruary 10" — through the website, email to the
church office, by filling out the bulletin insert,
by attending a meeting between services on
February 57 in Fellowship Hall, or by contact-
ing any member of Ad Council directly. In ad-
dition, our staff, as well as each committee,
ministry, and small group is being solicited for
thoughts.

The next phase will entail processing all
the input received, and meeting in late Febru-
ary to begin to draft new Mission and Vision
statements based on that input. We will share
the outcome of this process with the Congre-
gation in March.

In the meantime, please provide all of your
thoughts, suggestions, and insights in what-
ever way feels most comfortable and conven-
ient for you. Thank you!

Three New Members Join YUMC
on Sunday January 15, 2012

Yardley United Methodist Church wel-
comed into membership three individuals on Sun-
day, January 15, 2012 at the 9:00 AM service;
Jennifer Noblejas, Christy Stephenson and Jim
Lytle.

Jennifer Noblejas was born in Jersey City,
NJ but grew up and has lived most of her life in

continued on p. 4

members of the bell choir with Lois Brooks

YUMC Bell Choir hit the road
bRINGIng Tidings of Great Joy

On Sunday, December 18 our Bell Choir
went to visit and to share the Christmas mes-
sage and spirit with some of our elderly mem-
bers who are not able to come to church. We
visited Pat Kelso and Bob and Eleanor Bright-
man at Pennswood Village (and a couple more
residents who drifted in to see what the whole
ding-a-ling was about).

From Pennswood we went to see George
and Vi Tilson and Marian Young at Attle-
boro. We caught them right at dinner time so
we rang in the dining hall, and not just for them,
but for all the folks who were there at that
time. One fellow was very intrigued by the
handbells and their beautiful sound. He had
"never seen something like that" and asked
"how come those 'chimes' don't cling?" :-)

continued on p. 5
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pastorbob@yardleychurch.org (Habakkuk 2:2-3)
Sunday Mornings .
9 a.m. Celeb. Service & SS for These are God’'s words to the prophet Habakkuk who complained to
Preschool to Gr. 5 God about the violence and its destruction all around Israel. Prophets are
10:00 a.m. Coffee Hour and good at going to God with their complaints.
. SS for Youth & Adults So what does a prophet do? We tend to think of them as religious peo-
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service . .
ple who are able to predict the future. But this would not be true. They are

more commentators making observations in their present time and warning
about the consequences of the people’s actions upon the future. For the prophets, the future always holds the
people’s relationship with God in mind. Habakkuk offers his complaint to God on behalf of the Israelites, for
peace to come to their land.

We can see God’s response is for Habakkuk to share his vision for the way he wants life to be —
for the violence to end and the people to be saved from its destruction, strife and contention. (chapter 1:2-3).

The prophet Joel complains to God with a lament over the destruction and ruin of the country.
Joel's strategy is urging the people to repent and pray in order to restore their relationship with God by offering
their faithfulness to God. Again God responds:

$ # (Joel 2:28)

The prophetic word is filled with imagination, hope, peace and good will for the people. Itis the
vision of the prophets that enable the people to embrace the future. When we turn to God we change the
course of the future. We saw this in Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Mahatma Gandhi, and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Each of these prophets had a visioning that moved the people from what they were experiencing in the present
to the peace and justice they imagined for the future.

The leadership of this congregation is inviting you to participate in sharing your vision for Yardley
United Methodist Church. We hope that all of you will share something about how this ministry has touched
your life and how we can touch the lives of people in this community and the world. | have committed the
deadly sin of pride in boasting to colleagues about how blessed | am with the great leadership skills represented
throughout this congregation. You all have experiences in the church. You all have something of where God is
leading you in your life. You all have a connection to what it means to be part of this congregation. | encourage
you to share in the process of our developing a vision for where God is leading us today.

| am grateful you are part of this congregation and thank you for sharing your gifts that help us
share the good news of God’s love and welcoming presence.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Bob
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Birthdays in February o A 2
02 Mary Colbert
03 Jennifer Snyder 16 Jason Kellenbenz

03 Melanie VanVeen
03 Jenette Coles

04 Wouter ljdo

05 DeVeaux Kooker
07 Suzanne Hart

08 Keri Winkler

09 Micaela Azzati
09 Dave Mink

11 Bonnie Sweeder
12 Katie Van Aken
13 Ellen Howell

18 Thomas O’Keeffe
19 James Kalmes
20 Maya Mitchell
21 Alyssa Matthews
22 Ruth Bachike

23 Edward Johnson
25 Vi Tillson

25 Chuck Hart

25 Barbara Ortolf
26 Leslie McBrayer
26 Claudia Boyle
26 Alex Carmasine

14 Paul Hammelman
14 Richard Habgood, IlI
15 Paula Nelson

15 Christine Grace

28 Barbara Knight
28 John Ward

A thank you card was received from Mary Colbert
in early December:

Thank you for your support during this time. Your
prayers, visits, cards, and flowers have done much to
help me stay on course. The beautiful throw provided
welcome warmth (my hospital room was a bit cool) and
assurance that all would be well. Please accept my
heartfelt thanks for your concern.

Sincerely,
Mary Colbert

¢ Yyde
A thank you from the Britton Family:

The Britton Family wish to express their gratitude to
the Hospitality Committee and to each member of the
church family who contributed to the planning and
preparation for the beautiful Reception and Luncheon
which followed Bob’s Memorial Service in Fellowship
Hall on January 14th. Filled with pictures, flowers, deli-
cious food and sweet desserts, this lovely room pro-

Birthdays in March

01 Nancy Hoerl

01 David Miller

02 Daniel ljdo

03 Lorraine Mayer
03 Kimberly Menzel
03 Trey Marco

04 Joyce Anderson
04 Kelly Skinner

05 Beth Kalmes

06 Roger Tillson

06 Cindy Millstein
07 Cherie Kooker
07 Destini Cox

08 Gregory Kimber
08 Jeffrey Kimber
08 Brian Roberts

09 Robert Amweg
09 Griffin Foll

10 Jerome Lavanish
12 Diane Kreger

12 Margaret Kalmes
14 Kathryn Beavers
15 Richard Miller Jr.
16 Jeff Miller

16 Brandon Bromberg

18 John Buliga

18 Brianna Lee Lum
19 Matt Burger

20 John Ortolf

21 Sally Edwards
21 Cindy Pirog

22 Janet L. Smith
22 Crystal Coles
22 Kevin Hart

22 Madeline Kaiser
23 Cate Diamond
23 Rebecca Kelly
23 Jackie Kett

23 Eleanor Leimer
24 Avery Bealuk

24 Joan Kaiser

24 Zachary Grau

25 John Edenhofner
25 James Coombe
29 Caleb Lee Lum
29 Emily K. Merrick
30 Theresa Derderian
30 David Harris

31 Timothy Carpenter
31 Armen Hussian
31 Victoria Zack
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Please email your photos and articles to
office@yardleychurch.org no later than the noted

deadlines.

Spring 2012 (April & May)...deadline March 20

Summer 2012 (June, July, Aug)...deadline May 20
Back to Sunday School (Sept)...deadline August 20
Fall (October & November)...deadline September 20
Christmas (December)...deadline November 20

vided a place of comfort for sharing remembrances with
family and friends. Willing hands and loving hearts
made it possible— Gifts of the Spirit to cherish always.
Thank you.

Barbara, Bob Jr. and Jim
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New Members join YUMC continued from p. 1
Morrisville. She has a bachelor’'s degree in biology
from Rider University and a master’s degree in Envi-
ronmental Science from the New Jersey Institute of
Technology. She is an Environmental Specialist with
the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protec-
tion. Jennifer enjoys reading, cooking, hiking, and trav-
eling. She has traveled to Greece, South Africa, Ire-
land, and the Philippines. Jennifer’s two sisters and
their families are also recent members; they are
Teresa Guloy and Anna Salapong.

L ]
Jennifer Noblejas
Christy Stephenson and James Lytle of Yardley

moved here from Pennington, NJ. Christy was born in
Zeeland, Michigan, and Jim was born in South Orange,
NJ. Christy earned her RN, BS, and MBA in health
care administration from Temple University. Jim stud-
ied biology at Suomi College in Michigan and South-
west Missouri State College. Christy is the Executive
Vice President of Strategic & Clinical Transformation
for Catholic Health System East in New Jersey. Jim is
in management at the United States Postal Service.
Jim served for four years in Thailand for the Peace
Corps where he developed commercial shrimp fisher-
ies to improve the lives of the local population. Their
children are Dr. Nathan Ruch and Jordan Ruch. They
have three grandchildren: Samuel, Elizabeth, and
James. Christy enjoys quilting, cooking, and reading.
Jim enjoys American History, photography, antique
autos, and radio controlled airplanes. Jim has strong

connections to the Methodist church as his grandfather
continued in next column

was a Methodist minister and his father was a Lay
Minister. Jim and Christy transferred from Penning-
ton Presbyterian Church where they both served in
numerous capacities, most noteworthy as Deacons
and volunteers in the Youth Program.

Please introduce yourself to Jennifer,
Christy, and Jim. We want to ensure they receive a
warm welcome from the entire congregation.

Jim Lytle and Christy Stephenson

GOD SQUAD to resume February

29th!

Children's Fellowship on Wednesday nights will
resume on Feb. 29th for 5 consecutive weeks
leading up to Holy Week for
children in grades K through
5th from 6:20-7:30pm at the
cost of $5/child per night.
Please emalil
abbyokeeffe@verizon.net if
your child plans to attend. Chil- | g Q
dren from the community are - Y&
welcome - please help spread

the word to neighbors, schoolmates, extracur-
ricular friends, etc. who your children might en-
joy bringing with them on Wednesday nights for
social time, dinner, lesson, fun and prayer.
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The Sacrament of Baptism was cele-
brated on behalf of Julianna Gail Grif-
fin on December 11, 2011.

e

Julianna is the daughter of WS
Stephen and Christine Griffin Q'P 0
E\(é

and sister of Lily.

YUMC Bell Choir hit the road
bRINGing Tidings of Great Joy

continued from p. 1
Our last stop was at Twining Village where we
visited and rang for Lois Brooks. After we rang
the bells, Lois was kind enough to play her baby
grand piano for us! Also at Twining we went to
see Antoinette Edenhofner and rang for a few
more folks who were in the dining hall.

At each visit we rang about ten minutes of
Christmas carols and brought to those members
Christmas greetings on behalf of the whole
church.

Pastor Bob was our "roadie" (as he called
himself) and helped us navigate through each
retirement community.

We had wonderful visits with all those folks
and were uplifted and inspired by their kind wel-
coming and by the opportunity to share our mu-
sic and the Christmas spirit with some of our
shut-ins.

ringing at Lois'

Ash Wednesday Services will be at

Newtown UMC this year.
There will be an Ash Wednesday service at

Newtown United Methodist
Church, 35 Liberty Street at
7:30 p.m. on February 22nd.
Pastor Bob will preach that
night. A joint YUMC and
NUMC choir will present the
music for the worship service.

@'

In Memoriam

The congregation is saddened & ;}
by the loss recently of two of its
long-time members. Clifford C.
Crawford died on December 7,
2011. Bob Britton died on Janu- ©
ary 6, 2012. We extend our sympathy to the
Crawford and Britton families.

Snow Marshals Needed: The Trustees are look-
ing for volunteers to serve as Snow Marshals to
shovel sidewalks when we get less than 2 inches
of snowl/ice (we have a service who takes care of
anything over 2 inches). Each person/family,
would volunteer to shovel/salt (if necessary) the
walkways and stairs to the church following the
weather (or as soon as time permits). We would
like to have two families per week sign up to cover
from Sunday through Saturday. You may sign up
by contacting Andrea Scherer at
ajscherer@verizon.net or (215) 321-6262
~ OR we will post a signup sheet in the
lobby. You will receive more information
once you sign up.

The flower chart for 2012 is hanging on the
bulletin board in the hallway leading from the
lobby to the sanctuary. If you would like to donate
altar flowers in memory or honor of a loved one,
you may sign up on the chart. The flower shop
will send you a bill for $40. At press time, the fol-
lowing dates were still open: Mar 4, 25; Apr 15,
22, 29; May 20, 27; June 3; July 1, 8,
15, 22, 29; Sept 9, 16, 23, 30; Oct 7,
14; Nov 4, 11. Questions? You may
call or Cherie Kooker at 215-534-0615
or the church office at 215-493-3345.
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Easter EQg Hunt &
Scavenger Hunt
Palm Sunday, April 1st

Egg Hunt: Children ages: Toddler™ Grade
Scavenger Hunt: 4tbth Grades, Youth

Following the 9:00 am service:

Children age toddler to fifth grade
Meet at the back of Fellowship Hall
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YUMC Mission News: Ministry in Action

"Baby it's cold outside"

A favorite holiday song.....but as our mission com-
mittee found out in November, it is also a reality for
many elementary children.

The Mission committee reached out to local ele-
mentary school nurses (with the help of Tammy Ke-
han-Leimer) and asked if there were any families in
need. We received replies from 2 school nurses.

The first request was for a family of 3 children.
Their mom was dying and their Aunt had taken them
in. They needed mostly clothes and gift cards for
clothing stores. We supported this family by adding
angels to the Christmas giving tree and through
church members and relatives of church members
who reached out to help. The nurse was very ap-
preciative and children's aunt was greatly touched
and expressed her thanks.

The second request was from a nurse who sent a
list of 17 elementary school children in need of winter
coats. Wow, this was a big order and so close to
Christmas! A note was sent to our church family
about noon on Tuesday November 29th asking for
donations. By the following evening we had all the
request filled. Amazing! Then as an extra blessing,
we were contacted by WOW leader Ginny Lavanish,
she had hats and scarves that were knitted as part of
the Inside out Project and wanted to know if the
school could use these. The nurse said that would
be great. In addition, we received some extra gently
used coats, that the nurse was glad to have since
she says they always see children who come to
school without weather appropriate outer wear. The
nurse was truly thankful and commented on the gen-
erosity of our church to help these children.

We have such a giving congregation! Itis truly a
blessing to be part of this effort to help children in our
local communities. It is rewarding to know that while
it may be cold outside, there will local elementary
children warmed physically and spiritually by your
generosity.

Thank you from the Mission Committee.

BLOOD DRIVE

The next Red Cross Blood Drive in
Fellowship Hall will be Tuesday,
March 20 from 1:30-7:30pm. We are
hoping for blood donations or volun-
teers and callers, even back up volun-
teers. Please feel free to call Jenny
Lefebvre 215-321-4717, or email her
atlefebvrel@verizon.net

Fundraisers for Senior High/Young
Adult and Middle School Mission
Trips will be March 18th!

You are invited to participate in two fundraisers
for our Senior High/ Young Adult/Adult mission trip
to South Dakota AND the Middle School Mission
Trip to Ocean Grove, NJ . Our GOODS AND
SERVICES AUCTION will begin during coffee
hour that morning. It will continue throughout the
day, and will end Sunday night half way into a
CONGREGATION WIDE DINNER! All proceeds
from both events will go towards our mission trip.

We encourage, and would REALLY
appreciate, the members of the con-
gregation to donate goods and ser- \W;
vices, bid, and join us for dinner! *g’

More information will be shared as
the event gets closer.

BUCKS COUNTY EMERGENCY SHELTER
(formerly Red Cross Homeless Shelté)ur annual Sneaker collec-
tion, based on their needs, is going on until Réth. Pick a
child who you would like to sponsor from the liahd drop off
the requested sneakers in the church lobby oreofo jump in
and help others put a little step into Spring wighw and clean
sneaks.

Morrisville BCHG:The Bucks County Housing Group heaterrific turn out over the holidays. SeveralMO drivers
provided transportation through the Shady BrookrFaight Show, and it was just fabulous for the kilisvas truly won-
derful to experience pure joy, excitement, wondad the Christmas Spirit with the BCHG childreneT®ids LOVED it!!
Following that up with the Angel Wish Tree, wherg ahurch members provided presents for the childrede Christ-
mas a huge success. All of this is possible thémkd of you!
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Youth Ministry at Yardley UMC exists to share God'’s love with teenagers,
equip them to experience the work of ministry, honor the Lord and enjoy one another.

Do you have questions? Need someone to talk to? See Denise or any youth leader. Or, emall
denise@yardleychurch.org

Not sure of dates for events? Have a sports event, concert, or other activity that you want

your youth ministry friends to know about? Check out the calendar on our website at
www.yardleyumcyouth.com! You can add your birthday, activities or even prayer requests by clicking
on dates on the calendar.

Need to sign up for an event?  You can go to the youth website at www.yardleyumcyouth.com and
click on sign up, OR you can go to the ‘SIG NUP’ board outside of the youth room and sign up there!

Mark your calendars and get ready to commit! Thed  eadline for signing up and giving your deposit is:
February 12 ™. This deadline is firm for both mission trips.

Middle School Mission Trip:  July 22-25. (note date change!) We will be traveling to Ocean Grove, NJ for
Mission 101! All youth who are at least going into 6" grade by September are eligible to participate. Projects
will vary between home repairs, yard work, visiting the elderly and community service. Cost is $210* per per-
son. Please sign up and give your deposit of $50 no later than Feb. 12™. Please place your deposit in the

black lock box outside of the church office.

Sr High/Young Adult/Adult Mission Trip: July 28-Aug 4. We will travel by airplane to Pine Ridge Reserva-
tion in South Dakota to work with Next Step Ministries doing construction for impoverished families. Cost is
approx. $1000* per person. Please sign up and give your deposit of $100 no later than Feb. 12". Please place
your deposit in the black lock box outside of the church office.

*These costs are pre-fundraising! In the past, fundraising has covered all the costs beyond the deposit, so it
is vital that we begin to fundraise soon.
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Starting February 26th! Family

Challenge! Parents are invited to join their
youth in a special five week Family-style Small
Group! We are continuing our study that was
started last winter on the book Kingdom Experi-
ment. We will be going through the second half
of the Beatitudes. If you participated last year,
you won’t want to miss finishing up the book! If
you didn’t participate last year, that's ok! Join us
this year. You will not regret it!

Comment from one family who participated:

Our family participated in last year's Challenge
and found it brought us together in many ways - from
sitting together in class, to playing cards by candle-
light, to reading and discussing the Bible at the dining
room table...the program's daily requirements kept us
focused each week as we worked together to accom-
plish a common goal. Setting aside time to do some-
thing so very different within our typical busy sched-
ules proved to be very worthwhile for us. We look for-
ward to participating again this year.

The Rymers

& 34&1/5 &.
% !
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Youth progressive dinner: Cookies & prayers

GAME-A-THON photos!
$640 was raised for Child’s Play Charity
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Interfaith Conversation
by Joyce Lee

Pictured here is the most recent Interfaith Conversation, held at Newtown Friends Meeting on January 8,
2012, co-hosted by Congregation Tzadik Shalom of Newtown and Newtown Friends Meeting. Standing, is
Larry Snider, the President of
ICMEP, addressing the
group, and seated, in the
foreground, is Rabbi Anna
Boswell-Levi from Congrega-
tion Tzadik Shalom.

Interfaith Conversations
are sponsored by ICMEP, the
Interfaith Committee on Mid-
dle East Peace, originating
with the interfaith group of 20
persons from the Delaware
Valley that Pastor Bob trav-
eled with to Israel-Palestine in
2008 on a “Compassionate
Listening” tour. Interfaith
Conversations are ICMEP’s
vehicle for sharing with us
what they learned while in
Israel-Palestine, and for pro-
viding a setting where Chris-
tians, Muslims, Jews, and
people of other faith traditions can come together to talk and to begin to know and respect each other and to
search for common ground on which to build peaceful solutions to situations of conflict.

Monthly meetings are hosted by the churches, mosques and synagogues that are part of ICMEP. You may
remember that last January 16, 2011, the first Interfaith Conversation was hosted by Yardley United Methodist
Church.

After a brief period of gathering and enjoying the refreshments provided, there is a short introduction to the
afternoon’s activity and worship experience. Then, we gather around tables in groups of eight with people we
don’t know and who are of different faiths. After briefly introducing ourselves, we tackle a set of 3-4 questions
written by one the ICMEP leaders. At the end of an hour, a spokesperson from each group shares with the
entire gathering what their group has discovered from each other.

On a recent afternoon, these were the questions for discussion:
For those unfamiliar with your faith tradition, what would you most want people to know about it?

What do you believe people most misunderstand about your faith? How would you want them to under-
stand it differently?

From your faith perspective, what moral or ethical teaching do you draw from in promoting peace between
all people?

What is the greatest drawback in your faith tradition as it is practiced around the world that engenders con-
flict rather than promotes peace?

We hope you will want to take part in the next Interfaith Conversation. It is currently being planned and the
date and location will be announced soon.
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Christmas Eve at YUMC

Alleluia Ringers

Youth Choir singing at the Family Service

Celebration Singers sing “Calypso Lullaby”

Chancel Choir

Winds of the Spirit
Combined Cherub and Junior Choirs Service at thmiaService
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Upcoming Events

February

3-5  Youth Winter Retreat

5 Vision for Ministry Meeting, 10:15 am

11 Men’s Breakfast, 8 am

13 Administrative Council, 7:30 pm

20 Presidents Day

22 Ash Wednesday Worship at NUMC, 7:30 pm

25 Youth Mission Day, 8:30 am—4:30 pm

25 Administrative Council Leadership Mtg, 9:30 am
26 Family Challenge Sunday School begins, 10 am
29 God Squad resumes, 6:20 pm

March

10 Men’s Breakfast, 8 am

12 Administrative Council, 7:30 pm

18 Goods & Services Auction and Dinner
20 Red Cross Blood Drive 1:30-7:30 pm
20 Newsletter Deadline

24 Parent Workshop, 8:30 am - 4 pm
30-31 Girl/Guy night



