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A Newsletter of Yardley United Methodist Church 
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INSIDE OUT 
MORE THAN A ONE DAY EVENT... 
A NEW WAY OF BEING A CHURCH 

October 2nd through November 13th  
 

������ �� ����Daily Devotionals from the Gospel of Luke 
 

��� � ����Worship Services based on the Gospel of Luke 
 

��� �  Sunday of Service to our Community through Mission  
 

Sign up today to be a part of this special mission of Yardley United 
Methodist Church.  Mission projects are being formed now and con-
sist of several types of projects including:  home improvement, meal 
preparation for the needy, food drive and scavenger hunt, working 
with children, working with the elderly, care bag assembly for foster 
care children, and sewing projects!   
 
We are looking for additional mission projects, so please submit your 
ideas today by contacting Dennis Laba or Mitch Harris. 
 
Help us turn the church inside out by registering today.  You can reg-
ister to participate: 
 
 1.  through the poster in the church lobby 
 2.  through the church website:  www.yardleychurch.org  
 3.  through Facebook 
 4.  or by placing a slip in the offering plate during a worship service 
 

IS IT IN YOU?  SET IT FREE! 
OCTOBER 30, 2011  
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INSIDE OUT.  That’s how I use to dress myself 
for school.  I would be headed out the door to 
catch the school bus, only to be stopped by my 
mother telling me that my polo shirt was on inside 
out.  This means the seams were showing and, in 
all likelihood, would be noticed and open me to 
humiliating laughter from my classmates. 
 
 This is not the kind of INSIDE OUT we have 

been talking about in church.  What is going to happen on October 30 is 
that we, as a congregation, are going to move the church from being 
inside the building to going outside the building.  We are still going to be 
the church, but in John Wesley’s terms, we are going to consciously 
experience what it is to be the church in the world. 
 
      The Alban Institute provides various resources for congregational 
development.  In one of their studies they diagram how the church’s 

understanding of mission has changed over the decades.  The predominant understanding of mission 
was for the church to send missionaries and volunteers to places of need.  If people didn’t want to go, 
they could send their money and a contribution of support.  That all changed in the 1990’s when the 
diagram of a church had the church building, then all that exists beyond the church doors is identified 
as the mission field for that congregation.  Our youth experienced this last year when our Mission Trip 
was to work with people in the local area.  It was an experience as valuable as any we have had, no 
matter the destination. 

 
 Beginning this Sunday we will be focusing our missional purpose as Yardley United Methodist 

Church.  Yes, on October 30 we will leave the building and work with neighbors on various projects.  
This is good.  But each Sunday leading up to October 30, the worship service will prepare us for why 
we are doing this and celebrating how God is using us.  The Sunday School classes and some small 
groups will be following the study guide that has been prepared for this experience as we look at the 
scriptures that guide the spiritual side of this journey. 

 
 There is also a devotional book for personal daily devotions.  If you receive the Church Mouse 

email, you will receive a written devotion each day on your computer.  If you don’t have email, please 
pick up a hard copy of the devotionals.  Look for a green, blue and white booklet in the church lobby.  
We will all be reading the same text and reflecting on the devotion that someone has written for that 
day.  On Sundays, the youth and adult classes will offer an opportunity to reflect on and talk about the 
study guides. 

 
 On October 16, you will have an opportunity to make your commitment to the service project that 

interests you.  The project sites, along with the names of the project leaders will be identified and pub-
lished.  You will have all the information you need to make your commitment to participate in this op-
portunity to worship through our mission.  There will be projects for people of all ages and abilities. 

 
 We will continue this experience through the first two Sunday’s in November, as we enter into our 

Stewardship campaign.  This is about being followers of Jesus and a church that makes a difference 
in the quality of community life, inside and outside of the Church. 

 
Is God’s spirit of joy, love and good will in you?  Set it free! 
 
         Peace, 
 

      ���������	  

Tidings is published by 
Yardley United 
Methodist Church 
300 Langhorne Road 
Yardley, PA 19067 
Phone: 215-493-3345 
Fax: 413-691-7120 
office@yardleychurch.org 
 

Pastor: Robert G. Coombe 
Phone: 215-321-8183 
pastorbob@yardleychurch.org 
 

Sunday Mornings 
9 a.m. Celeb. Service & SS for
 Preschool to Gr. 5 
10:00 a.m. Coffee Hour and  
 SS for Youth & Adults 
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service 
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Birthdays in October 

Did we miss yo
ur  

birthday?  Sorry!  We must not 

have it on file.  Please email us: 

office@yardleychurch.org or 

call 215-493-3345 

 

01 Jamie Manna 
01 Anais Hussian 
01 Jonathan Parks 
02 Barbara Britton 
06 William Sands, Jr. 
06 Dan Leimer 
07 Julia Ransom 
08 Cindy Zidzik 
08 Patrick Hyland 
10 Debbie Van Aken 
11 Jaime Bray 
12 Ruth Logan 
12 Jack Reed  
13 Debbie Bagdonis 
13 Laurie Burger 
15 Gregg Bealuk 
15 Salley Kehan 
16 Richard Edwards 
17 Diana Hachoose 
19 Daniel Hyland 

20 Julie Rita 
20 Jessie Shaffer 
21 Peggy Guenzel 
21 Elizabeth Miller 
22 Ken Boyle 
23 Laura Bray 
23 Ty Kooker 
24 Bill Belezos 
24 Janice Laba 
24 Phil Mitchell 
26 Dave Whalen 
27 Lisa Vidunas 
27 Christi Rowley 
27 Matt Wolfe 
28 Nicholas Belezos 
28 Bob Smith 
30 Emily Grace 
30 Christine Griffin 
30 Jillian Roberts 
30 Katie Faggart 

Birthdays in November 

The Mission Committee needs 
volunteers for Grace Café  

We are looking for volunteers to help 
with the Grace Café  dinner.  Sunday No-
vember 13th we will meet at the church at 
3:00pm with a  home cooked meal to take 
down to center city. Numbers run anywhere 
from 90 to 130 people who are experiencing 
troubled times. If you are interested in join-
ing us or willing to help with the food prepa-
ration please call Marsha Snyder(215-493-
5916) or Tammie Faggart(215-741-5996). 

A note of thanks 
A thank you card was received from grateful par-

ents after receiving new sneakers which were pur-
chased by congregation members for deserving kids 
at the Homeless Shelter.  The handwritten note was 
signed by several parents including 
a few notes:  Thank you so much!  
The sneakers are awesome!.... 
Thank you for the sneakers.  They 
loved them….Thank you so much 
for our kids’ shoes!  Means a 
lot!!!...Thanks a Bunch—My Baby’s 
First Shoes….what a wonderful 
thing. 

01 Patrick McBrayer 
01 Scott Hoerl 
01 Rob Mayer 
01 Hannah Boyle 
01 John Zidzik 
02 Francesca Beavers 
02 Sarah Edenhofner 
02 Ben Pirog 
04 Mark Eppley 
05 Daniel Mink 
07 James Brookes 
08 Paige Habgood 
08 Lisa Santoro 
08 Jennifer Mink 
09 Gianluca Manna 
10 Melissa Small 
10 Zachary Sawyer 
11 Victoria Mihalek 

12 Lori Gordon  
18 Mark Matthews 
18 Brian Bromberg 
19 Connie Kellenbez 
19 Ann Scherer 
20 Jason Lee Lum 
21 David Millstein 
21 Justin Rita 
23 Steve Kyle 
23 Ann Skinner 
27 Jeffrey Coombe 
27 Ryan Ransom 
27 Matthew Lipton 
28 Barbara Bickel 
28 Matt Edenhofner 
29 Richard Hachoose 
30 Richard Anderson 
30 Hunter Shaffer 
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The children are off to a 
“BIG” start  

September 18th marked the start of Sun-
day school for children aged PreK through 5th 
grade.  The kick off started with a blessing of 
the teachers in the sanctuary.  Students then 
gathered with their new teachers and heard 
“the big picture” about what they would be 
learning the rest of the year.  After brief class 
room introductions the group headed to fel-
lowship hall where the 4th and 5th grades per-
formed a skit for all the grades to see.  A great 
time was had by all.  We are so blessed to 
have the following adults teaching this 
year:  Pre K:  Laura Ransom, K/1st 
grade:  Pat Garnier, 2nd/3rd grades:  Tammie 
Faggart, Steve Pirog, Cyndee Ward, 
4th/5th:  Nancy Binder, Richard Hachoose 
and Lisa Zygmunt.  A big thanks to all the 
teachers.  We are looking forward to a great 
school year. 

The Youth also Kicked Off 
Sunday School for the year! 
 September 18th Sunday School was 
kicked off with a game of Bible Charades 
….Youth v Adults.   Youth won!!!   
 From October 2nd through mid November 
on both Sunday mornings and Wednesday eve-
nings the youth will participate in INSIDE OUT 
with the study of Luke.  Then November 20th 
through May the study will be YOUTH DISCIPLE! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Adult Sunday School starts 
October 2nd  

Adult Sunday school will journey together to 
start living their faith “Inside Out ” as we study 
the gospel of Luke.  We encourage EVERYONE 
to join in for this 7 week class.  Feel free to at-
tend any week that you can.  Cathy Hyland will 
organize the class.  Childcare will be available  

  (Nursery or Kids’ Choice).  The   
  class will meet at 10:10 am in   
  room 004.  So grab a coffee  
  and come join us.  See you on  
  the 2nd. 
 

Sunday School Kick-off 
“Big Picture” 

The 4th & 5th grade class 
presented a skit on Sunday 
School Kick-off Day 
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The Welcoming Team is wondering........ 
 In the Spring 2011 issue of Tidings, we talked about the 

goal of being a welcoming church....of creating an environment 
of warmth, friendliness, and caring among the members of the 
congregation and toward visitors and newcomers. 

 We suggested two techniques:  the Circle of 10 and the 
Rule of Three  for approaching others at worship services, fel-
lowship coffees, and other times we gather. 

 It’s been a long time since the Spring issue, so we offer 
those suggestions again: 

 

 Circle of 10: Greet anyone, member or visitor, who comes 
within ten feet of you. Make a special effort to greet the people 
you don’t already know within your Circle of 10. 

 
 Rule of Three:   At the end of the service, please use the 

first three minutes to talk to people you don’t know or to people 
who are visitors. 

 
 Don’t know what to say to a visitor or newcomer?  Here 

are a few conversation starters: 
 
  (In order to feel comfortable, put these suggestions into 

your own words) 
 

1. Offer a handshake and say, “Hello, my name is _______, and 
you are.....? 
 
2.  Wait for a response and repeat the person’s name to be sure 
you hear it correctly and so you can more easily remember it. 
 
 3.  If you think you recognize the face but can’t recall the name, 
try this approach:  “Hello, I’m ________. I believe I’ve seen you 
before but I don’t know that we’ve had the opportunity to meet. 
What is your name? 
 
4. Don’t be embarrassed if you’re greeting a member and don’t 
know that person’s name....or be offended if someone doesn’t 
member yours. We need  to offer grace to one another, just as 
we would to a new person. 
 
5.  Be identified!  Wear your name tag! 
 
      Have you tried any of these suggestions?    What have 
been your experiences with greeting others in the congregation?  
The Welcoming Team would like to hear from you about how 
these suggestions have worked. And, if you have other sugges-
tions that have worked well, please email all of these to the Wel-
coming Team at office@yardleychurch.org  and they will for-
warded to us. 
 
      Although the “official” Welcoming Team at YUMC is made up 
of 10 persons, together, we all are “The Welcoming Team.” 
  
      Thanks! 
 

Looking for a way to help the church?  We 
have volunteer opportunities!  These positions 
will not take too much of your time but will 
greatly improve the positive experience of oth-
ers. If you are interested or have questions, 
please contact John Ortolf at 215-369-1940 or 
john.f.ortolf@mssb.com. 

  

Welcoming Team Members - Do you have 
an inner friendliness that is just waiting to burst 
out?  If you are looking for a way to welcome 
people to the church, please join the Welcoming 
Team.  We meet once a month and work on dif-
ferent aspects of welcoming visitors, guests, 
constituents and members. If you remember 
both the good and bad from your first visit to the 
church, and think you can help improve the ex-
perience for others, please  join us.   

  

Indoor Sign Coordinator - Do you remem-
ber the first time you came to the church and the 
difficulty finding the Sanctuary, or the Nursery, or 
the Fellowship Hall?  We need someone who 
remembers the confusion to lead an indoor sign 
update project.  No technical skill is needed, just 
some common sense on how to use signs to 
best direct people to the different places in the 
church.  The Welcoming Team will assist in the 
project but needs someone to lead the effort. 

  

Bulletin Board Coordinator - We are look-
ing for someone to coordinate the bulletin 
boards around the church.  We have many won-
derful and informative bulleting boards but no 
one is prioritizing their use and ensuring their 
information is up to date.  Some of our boards 
are outdated and empty.  The coordinator would 
not be responsible for preparing the bulletin 
boards (but if you have an artistic flair you would 
have free reign) but would coordinate and en-
courage their use by the various church commit-
tees. 
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Trustee’s Corner 
         
 We thank these people for 
“diving in” when the church base-
ment flooded this month;  Michael 
Gordon, Cindy Pirog, Ruth Logan, Rob Reed, Con-
nor Reed, Jack Reed, Nacia Lipton, Mike Lipton, 
Richard Anderson and Jim Cipolloni.  Thank you for 
answering our call and for all of the squeegee-ing, 
mud scooping, wet vacuuming and mopping!  
        Before our summer break, the Trustees were 
working on obtaining quotes to repaint the church 
steeple, rear doors, and all the trim in the rear of the 
church. After careful consideration the Trustees 
voted to accept the bid offered by Magic Touch, a 
contractor who has done work for the church in the 
past. Unfortunately, the weather has not cooperated 
until now so very soon you should be seeing ladders 
and scaffolding up in the steeple area of the church.   
     The youth, Denise, and some parent volunteers 
have been working very hard to give the youth room 
an extreme makeover. New color on the walls, chalk 
board paint, and paintings on the wall are just a few 
of the improvements made to youth room.   
       Our nursery coordinator, Jenn Sawyer, worked 
very hard to clean out the nursery area. We don’t 
know how she did it juggling three children and 
countless bags of excess toys but the job is done 
and we owe great thanks to Jenn for keeping that 
area tidy for our little ones.  Since we have a captive 
audience, you should know that Jenn has requested 
a new small table in Room 105 to replace a broken 
table in that room.  Since funding for this item is an 
issue (it always is), we thought it important enough to 
toss out to the church for possibilities. 
        And for those of you who couldn’t make it to the 
spring clean up, you have another chance to join the 
fun, drink the coffee, and eat the donuts at the fall 
clean up which is scheduled for October 29.  So 
bring your work gloves and a sense of humor and 
meet the Trustees at the church on October 29th at 
8:30 am.  We usually work until 11 am but stay as 
long as you like.  We appreciate any help you can 
offer. 

Bob Puckett changes the message on the lawn bulletin 
board to reflect the Fall Schedule. 

Youth to rake leaves on  
November 20th! 
Do you (or someone you know) need help 
raking their fall leaves?  The youth will be 
raking on Sunday after-
noon, November 20th.  
This is a mission project, 
not a fundraiser!  Please 
email de-
nise@yardleychurch.org 
if you would like help from 
the youth. 

You are invited to the  
Shareholders’ Brunch 
Sunday, October 9th 12:15 pm 
The mission trips could not happen without 
the support of the church!  Please come to 
see our videos and hear testimonies about 
the ministry and outreach that was done 
during both the Middle School Mission Trip 
to Ocean Grove, NJ and the Senior High/
Young Adult trip to New Poland, ME.  
R.s.v.p by filling out the tear off in your bul-
letin or by calling the church office, 215-
493-3345. 
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DISCIPLE 1 is  
underway 
     On Tuesday evenings, 7 of us 
gather in the Library to begin a jour-
ney together in a 34-week study, 
Disciple: Becoming Disciples 
Through Bible Study. 
     Led by Pastor Bob Coombe, 
“Disciple” is a commitment to daily 
independent study and preparation 
at home, plus a two-hour weekly 
group meeting. 
      Pastor Bob asked us, “Why are 
you taking “Disciple”?” We an-
swered, “to learn more about the 
Bible” .....”to become more like the 
most Christian person I know, my mother” ...... “to fill the void in 
my life....there is help for me in this book.” 
     We are here to gain new understandings about the Bible, 
about our Christian faith, about ourselves, and about each 
other.  We are here to share our beliefs and our opinions. And, 
we are here to learn from each other and to grow as a commu-
nity of Christians. 
     If this study interests you, please feel free to join us this 
coming Tuesday. 

Disciple Bible Study participants 
meet in the Library to gain new 
understandings about the Bible  
and about our Christian faith.  
This 34-week study began in 
September and will continue      
through Spring 2012. (not pic-
tured is Joyce Lee who took the 
photograph) 

The combined choir sings 
Think About His Love dur-
ing the 9/11 worship service 

The Youth Band kicks off another year 
of worship at Youth Discipleship 
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������������	
	����  
Youth Ministry at Yardley UMC exists to share God’s love with teenagers, 

equip them to experience the work of ministry, honor the Lord  
and enjoy one another. 

 
Do you have questions?  Need someone to talk to?  See Denise or 
any youth leader.  Or, email denise@yardleychurch.org  
 

Not sure of dates for events?  Have a sports event,  concert, or other activity that you want your yout h 
ministry friends to know about?  Check out the calendar on our website at www.yardleyumcyouth.com!  You 
can add your birthday, activities or even prayer requests by clicking on dates on the calendar.    
 

Need to sign up for an event?  You can go to the youth website at www.yardleyumcyouth.com and click on 
sign up, OR you can go to the ‘SIG NUP’ board outside of the youth room and sign up there! 

______________________________________________________________________________
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FRIENDS’ LOCK IN! 
A Lock-in for you and your friends! 
Fri, Oct 21, 7:30 pm -Sat Oct 22 
Sr High & Middle School event!  Back by popular de-
mand!  Invite your friends to this fun night!  We will 
hang out at the church for games, relaxed worship, 
movies, pizza and of course Christians & Romans!  
Cost $5.  Girls bring:  a drink (soda, 
juice, etc.), Guys bring:  a snack 
(cookies, chips, etc.)  Everyone 
needs a permission slip, cash, 
sleeping bag, pillow, games, etc.  
Sign up by Oct 16th.  

Shareholder’s Brunch is Oct 
9th at 12:15 ….Middle School and Sr. 
High Students, please sign 
up to help during the brunch 
and/or give a testimony from 
the mission trip. 
 

Youth Mission Sunday:   
Leaf Raking—Nov. 20th noon til 
3 pm   Sign up for this community service 
project! 
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We NEED YOU! 
Below are two areas where 
YOU can get involved! 
   
1. Website have you seen it?  
It needs serious help!!  if you 
know web design, we need 
you!  
  
2. Student Table  
We need to have at least 2 youth from each grade.  
We are seriously lacking in Middle School students, 
and are also looking for new High School students 
to join.  Our next meeting is Oct 9th 11am in room 
004. 
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BIG PICTURE NIGHT! 
We had a great night and took not one, but 2 big 
pictures...one of just the youth and one of youth, 
families and foyy!  Here they are: 

If you missed BIG 
PICTURE NIGHT, 
pick up a YUMC 
Youth Ministries 
“Overhaul Blueprint.”  
Look for the bright 
orange booklet in 
the church lobby. 

BIG 

PICTURE 
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ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Upcoming Events 
 

October 
02  Inside Out Sermon Series start 
02  Adult Sunday School starts 
08  Men’s Breakfast  
09  Shareholders’ Brunch 
10 Administrative Council  
14-16 Confirmation Retreat 
16 2nd Graders receive Bibles 
18  Charge Conference 
21 Friends’ Lock in 
29 Fall Clean up Day  
30 INSIDE OUT 
 
November 
12  Men’s Breakfast 
13 New Members Dinner 
14 Administrative Council 
20 Youth Mission Sunday-Leaf raking 
21 Education Meeting 
 
(Mark your calendar for the Family Advent Dinner on 
Sunday, December 4th, 4:45-7 pm) 

FALL 2011 
October & November 

 

�������  of  
Yardley United  Methodist Church 
300 Langhorne Road 
Yardley, Pennsylvania 19067 


